
(Enlbrtton 



Atlanta 




r V/ 

/ / /. 







/ DIRECTIONS AND CAUTIONS, 



ADDRESSED TO THE 



Ci A SS'-L E.A BER'k 



IN THE 



Methodift: Conne£lion ; 



AND D&SICNED TO SHEW 



THE NATURE OF THEIR OFFICE, 

AND THE 

NECESSITT OF THEIR BEING FAITHFUL 

I N T H E 

.DISCHARGE OF THEIR DUTY. 



B V J A M B S 'WOOD.. 






Now we exhort you, Brethren,' warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the feeble-minded, fupport the weak, be patient to» 
^ ward all;*' i Thess, v. i|* 






THE SECOND EDITION. 






LONDON: • 

I^ririted at the Conference-Office, North- Green, Finsbury- 
Square, G. Story, Agent. Sold by G. Wkitfield, 
Kew-Chapel, City- Road : and at the 
Methodift P reaching- Houfes ia 
Town and Country. 

1804 ^. . 

V [ Price Three- Pence, } 



( 3 ) 

PREFACE. 



Author of this Pamphlet has long feen the 
necefllty and advantage of having holy, zea- 
lous, and adive Clafs- Leaders, in the Methodift 
Societies. Where fuch are found. Scriptural Chrif- 
tianity makes its way and flouriflies ; but where they 
ate not, the Preachers have an almoft intolerable 
burden to bear, vvhile their defigns and labours are 
rendered comparatively ufelefs. Larneft and judici- 
ous Leaders, will be helpful even to dull Preachers; 
but thofe who are the reverfe, are always a dead, 
weight upon fuch Preachers as are moft lively. 
Under the care of the former, the members of So- 
ciety greatly profper, but under the in^uence of the 
latter, they decline from the fimplicit^tef the gof- 
, . pel, or reft in a form of godlinefs wit^ut ever 
knowing its power. A' keen conviaion of the truth 
of thefe things, has produced this little traa upori 
the fubJ^■a. Xhe IVriter of it is not fo vain as to 
imagitte that its contents are new to his Brethren 
and bathers in the gofpel, or even to a great num- 
ber of the Clafs- Leaders in our conneaion. He ra- 
ther thinks that they have been maturely confidered 
and, by fome of them at leaft, are better under- 
ftood, than by himfelf. “Butiffo,” it may be 

afked, “ Why do ymu trouble the Public with this 
work f ’ He anfwers, 
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je<£l to fuch a little help as tfiis ; which may fave 
them the labour of verbally repeating the fame, ad- 
vices over and over again, when tliey might be em- 
ployed in the more pleafing exercife of dudying, of 
preaching the unfearchable riches of Chrifl:. 

4. There is almoft a conilant accefllon of Preach- 
ers to the Body, fome of whom may not have had 
much opportunity of feeing the importance of the 
fubject. They may have lived, where no fallen 
Leaders were in office; but where the fence of 
chriftian difcipline was kept up, and order and har- 
mony were preferved in the Society. Thefe there- 
fore, having feen only the fair fide of the fubjecf, 
may poffibly derive fome little affiftance from this 
attempt. 

5. In Iarg^,€ocieties, new Leaders are frequently 

wanted one of whom (hould be informed of 

every thing contained in this Pamphlet, and fhould 
have the' large Minutes of the Conference, as boon 
as he is put into office. If the Superintendant of a 
Circuit were furnifhed w’ith fomething of tnis kind 
in print, it would render unnecefiary, as was before 
intimated, the trouble of repeating to them the 
fame things by verbal information, and Leaders 
might recur to it frequently for the refiefhing of 
their memories. 

Thefe Directions were firft ■written for tliofe 
Leaders- with whom the author has now the happi- 
nefs to labour, and read to them at a meeting held 
for that purpofe. They earneftly requefted that they 
might have the whole in print for their own peru- 
fa], w'hich he promifed them. He ardently wifhes 
that this labour of love may be abundantly crown- 
ed with the bleffing of Heaven, and be rendered 
ufeful to that people, with whom he efleems it an 
honour to be united in chriftian fdlowlhip. 

Liverpool, 1803. 
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DIRECTIONS to CLASS -LEADERS, 

Very DEAR Fr lENDS, - 

T he office. which you are called to fill in the 
Methodift Society, is peculiarly important. 
Precious fouls are committed to your care, and you 
are expe<Sfed, .according to our Rules, to encjuire 
weekly. How they proYper ; What progrefs they 
make in the knowledge of divine things; and What 
incieafe they have of faith, love, and l^ery grace of 
the Holy Spirit to mark what hinl^j^any of 
them from^ growing in grace : — and to point out to 
all, fuch things as are moft likely to help them in 
chrifiian experience and pra£Hce. Much, therefore, 
under the Divine bleffing, depends on your fidelity 
to Ood, and to the meiiibers of your Ciafies t 
I. On your jidelity to God, St our office fuppofes 
that you have experienced the Divine favour ; that 
you now live in the comforts of the Holy Spirit ; 
and are preffing towards the mark, for the prize of 
your high calling of God in Chrifi Jefus. This is 
invariably required of every perfon who is made a 
Clafs-Leader.in the Methodift Society ; and moft 
certainly it is as nccelTary to- retain that grace in 
order to be ufeful, as it was'to poftHs it when you 
were fiift put into office. But no perfon can retain 
it without increafing in every grace of the Holy 
Spirit. We are either gaining or lofing every mo- 
ment ; are reaching forth, or going back ; are ga- 
thering with Chrift, or Mattering abroad. It is 
therefore of very great importance, that you hold 
faft whereiinto you have attained, and faithfully 
im.prove every talent committed to your truft. 

2 ; On your faiihfiilnefs to ihofe zyho meet zviih you. 
in this is implied, wliat ftiould be the firft thinr 
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with you in the execution of your office, a clofe if 

enquiry into the ftate of their minds, and a care to ' 

fee that they be either true penitents, or genuine 
thrljilan believers. The former evidence that godly j 

forrow which worketh repentance urito falvation ; 
and on their giving proof of this, they fhould be 
urged by arguments, and encouraged by promifes, 
to feek redemption thro’ the blood of Chrift />/ 
faith. Nor ought they to be fufFered to reft till 
they are quite clear in their juftification. Great 
care (hould be taken to prevent their rcfting in the 
drawings of the Father, on the one hand ; and, on 
the other, to keep them from being difcouraged by 
a fight of their guilt and mifery. They fhould be 
exhorted XoJh.'j hold on the hope fet before them, 
and to away their fins, calling on the Name 
of the Lord. - * 

Thofe who profefs-to have been juftified, ffiould 
be tenderly, yet clofely examined, as to the evi- 
dence of their acceptance. You ought to inform 
them that if thev have it not, the fafety of their 
fiate may .be juftly queftioned ; for as a corrupt 
cannot bring' forth good fruit \ fo a good tree 
cannot bring forth corrupt fruit. If the fruit of 
the Spirit be net evidenced in the life and conver- 
fation, there is no proof of his indwelling ; and yet 
we are aflured by the Apoftle, that “ If any man 
have not the Spirit cf Chrift, he is none of his,” 

Rom, viii. 9 . If this dodlrine be not ftrongly urg- 
ed by Leaders, as well as by , Preachers, formality 
■will inevitably creep in, and gradually deftroy tite ' ^ 

fpirit of true devotion. At the lame time, thofe of 
your charge who walk in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comforts cf the Holy Spirit, fliould be en- 
couraged to feek the perfect love of God, as'earn- 
eftly as ever they fought the Divine favour. 7 he 
privilege of their enjoying it ought to be fet before 
them in as clear a light as poffible, that they may at 
once go up and poffefs the land of promife. 7 his 
will make holinefs appear amiable in their eyes. It 
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will Become the chief object of their defire and aim; 
and they will feel a hope of being faved from all 
their enemies, and of ferving God, without painful 
fear, in holinefs and righteoufnefs all the days of 
their life. 

Another thing which a Leader ought to confider 
as a part of his duty, and which is clofely conne£led 
with the preceding obfervation, is, to fee that all 
who meet with him conform to the- Rules of the 
Society. Thefe Rules require the members to ufe 
regular family and private prayer. No one fhould 
be admitted, who will not engage to do this, nor be 
continued in Society, if found in the habitual neg- 
le£l of thefe duties. You Ihould likewife recom- 
mend, by perfuafion and example, tt^ll thofe who 
are committed to your care, an attenc l^e on, the 
Lord’s-Supper, at leaft once a month, ir^offible. 
Thefe are important points ; for if the worfliip of 
God be negle<Sed in the family^ the Lord will pour 
his fury upon it ; if private prayer be not kept up, 
the precept of Chrift is notorioufly violated ; and if 
the Lord’s-Supper be not duly attended, one of the 
moft facred of his inftitutions is treated with indif- 
ference, if not contempt. 

Faithful reproofs and admonitions, when necef- 
fary, are duties not lefs eflential to your office, than 
thofe things which have been already mentioned. 
Whatever error or fin you may conceive any of 
your members to be in danger of falling into, you 
Ihould apprize them of it as fpeedily as poffible, 
and ftrongly urge them to fhun the fnarej and this 
you (hould do without refpeft of perfons. 

Should any of thofe who meet with you, be over- 
taken by a faulty the evil (hould be clearly pointed 
out to him, and reproof (hould be given with ten- 
dernefs, or Jharpnefs, according to the nature and 
magnitude of the (in, and according to the contri- 
tion or hardnejs of heart which he may ‘difcover. 
The fubtilty of fatan, and the deep depravity of 
human nature, will require all the attention and 
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care you can beflow, in order to re naove every falfe 
prop ; and, lead all your members to build fcriptu- 
rally on the Rock of Ages. You muft watch over 
them with a godly jealoufy, left any of thofe who 
bave believed, Ib.oulci be drawn away from the fim- 
, plicity tltat is in Chrift ; and as narrowly mark their 
progrefs, or their backwardaefs, as a fkilful phyli- 
cian would notice the increafe, or decreafe of his 
patient's difeafe. 

In fome CIrffes, it has been remarked, that per- 
jfons have adopted phrafes which are ambiguous or 
evajive^ or to fay the leaft, improper. For inftance, 
if 3 member be alked the ftare of his mind, he pro- 
bably anfwers, “I have caufe to be thankful.” I'his 
may polTibly be fpeken in tl\e fimplicity of his 
.heart, an^^^m a grateful fenfe of the mercy, and 
goodnel^^ God ; bpt it may be otherwife. It will., 
therefore, be proper for you to afk him, what 
he has caufe to be thankful ? If he be perplexed by 
fuch a queftion, there is reafon to fear that the 
phrafe was ufed evafively. But, allowing it to have 
been ufed without guile, and that the perfon can 
readily point out thofe mercies which call for than.kr* 
fulnefs, yet there is no proof, from his ufing. it. 
that be reaiiy is thankful tc God for his benefits. 
Such a phrafe, therefore, fhould never be fufFered 
to come into common ufe in a Methodift Society. 
And on thefe occafions, it will be peculiarly necef- 
fary to fiiid out, if poflible, the real temper and 
bent of the foul, and the motives which influence 
•the li'e and converfation. 

If you afk another the ftate of his mind, he will 
probably fay, “ I am not very comfortable, at pre- 
fent, for I have many difficulties in the world, and 
am much tried and tempted ” In this cafe, if you 
lufter the matter to reft here, without farther en- 
quiry, or if you immediately attempt to apply the 
proinifes cf God to him for his comfort, you may 
be fufpedted of a want of feeling for him on the 
i or be in real danger, dio’ undefignedly, 

of 
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of leading him to refl in a falfe peace, on the otfier. 
It will be highly expedient, therefore, as far as 
chrifHan prudence will admit, that you fhould 
'know the nature of his difiicalties, and how 'lie is 
alBicted by thesni in order that yon may more fully 
fyinpathize with him in his fufferings, and give 
him fuch advice as may be rendered ufeful to his 
foul. It will be neceffary aifo to inform- him, that 
no trials, or temptations whatever, cart, of them- 
ffclves, hinder him from growing in grace ; that if 
he be not increafing in the knowledge and love of 
God, the hindrance is not from without, but in 
himfelf ; that it is not becaufe he is tried or tempted, 
but becaufe be looks at his afflidlions, inftead of 
looking to Jefus Chrift for Help under them ; or 
becaufe he gives place to fatan whW^mpts him to 
evil. Jofe'phwas tempted by his lafci^lhts miftvefsy 
Hannah by her upbraiding' adverfary, Saul by fatan j 
and all ciirillians, more or lefs, have had their 
fhare of conflidls with the powers of darknefs ; hut 
they- were not hindered by them from growing in 
the knowledge and love of God. ' No member of 
your ClaiTes lliould be ignorant of this ; nor be fuf- 
fered to excufe his murmuring or impatience, his 
floth or negligence, his anxiety", or dihruffof God, 
by complaining of his trials and difficulties in the' 
V/orld. 

You may poffibly find another perfon, pleading 
his numerous engagej-nents in temporal concerns, 
not only in excufe for not meeting his Clafs every 
week, according to the Rules of the Society, but 
aifo as a reafon why his foul does not profper. If 
you yourfdves be not men of bufinefs, it may be 
difficult for you to make fufficient allowance for 
him in the firft inltance; or in the fecond, to be 
plain and faithful without his taking offence. Yef 
it wili be needful for you to put him upon enquiry, 
whether his bufinefs or employment bain itfelf 3 
lawful onej for there are forne cmployineats which 
are not fo, and therefore dinnot be followed with 

^ 5 
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a good confcience. But if the bunnefs in Itfelf 
be proper, it may, for the fake of gain, be puflied 
beyond the bounds of prudence, in point of ex- 
tent. If men launch out beyond what their capital 
will command, they muft be always embarrafled in 
their circumftances : or if they go beyond their ca- 
pacity of mind, they muft be perpetually encum- 
bered in their fpirits : Or if the bufmels be fuch 

as not to leave fufficient time for private devotion 
and relative duties, it certainly ought to be aban- 
doned, or curtailed. But, however lawful their 
employment be in itfelf, and tho’ it may be ma- 
naged with eafe, they may be kept from peace and 
profperity of foul, by an undue attachment to their 
occupations in life. In order, therefore, to give 
fuch advice aa^will be ufeful to rlieir fouls, you 
tnuft labo^Hl^fand out what it Is in buifinefs, that 
hinders them in the narrow way; and ihew them 
the abfolute neceffity of their making the falvation 
of their fouls the one great bufinefs of life, and of 
bringing every temporal concern into fubjedion to 
it. Great pains muft be taken with fuch perfons 
to make them deeply fenfible, that a lawful occu- 
pation properly managed, is no hindrance at all to 
religion : yea that idlenefs is totally incompatible 
with the fpirit of true devotion j that of confe- 
quence, if they do not profper, they maft lookfor 
the caufe of barrennefs in their own breaft, and 
fearch for it as they would for a thief or a murder- 
er. And they muft be urged to caft out this evil, 
as they would a thief out of their houfes. Soft 
words will feldom avail here : They muft be 

drawn out of the fnare, if poflible, by the bands 
of feripture and reafon, and by the cords of bro- 
therly Jove. 

Again That rule of the Society which forbids 
a perfon “ borrowing without a probability of pay- 
ing, or taking- up goods without a probability of 
paying .^or them,” Ihould be frequently and ftrongly 
urged I y every Leader. Em this cannot be ex- 
pected, 



( II J 

pe£led, if he himfeif be involved in the fame ervfp, 
or if he be embarrafled in his ctrcnmftances. For 
i this reafon, no man (hduld be put into this office, 

■who is not free from fuch difficulties ; nor ought 
he to continue in it, knowing himfeif to be fo cir« 
cumftanced. . 

Should it be faid, by way of objci^ion, that, 
“ A Leader’s refigning his office for fuch a reafon, 
would bring his creditors upon him immediately, 
and increafe his diftrefs — it may be anfwered, i. 

I That very few creditors would be dilpoled to fevere 

\ meafures towards a man of known uprightnefs ; 

becaufe they would have confidence in him that he 
would a<£l from principle; 2. If the Leader^s cir- 
Cumftances be really bad, if he ^ unable to pay 
every lawful demand, he ought, ^^Juftice to his 
creditors, to acquaint them fully wit^FS^e real date 
t of his affairs. This open condu£l will never in- 

j jure an honed man. Bad as the world is, integrity 

i is refpe£led, even by wicked men. An upright^ 

i ^ emfeientious Leader^ has, therefore, nothing to fear 

i ~ on this account j and certainly none but fuch ought 
to be found in that office. 

There are yet other charaifers found in Society, 
who will require all your care and Ikill, in order to 
deal properly with them, viz. unjiahie profejfon. 
The numerous inffances of fuch perfons, which 
occur in every large Society in the kingdom, drong- 
Xy call for enquiry into the caufe. According to 
our view of things^ it is very poffible for a man to 
fall from any (late of grace into fin and miferyj. yet 
'' there is reafon to fear, that many of tbofe who 

leave our Society never did experience a thorough 
change of heart, but midook the drawings of the 
Father for a fenfe of pardoning mercy, or reded in 
' fome fuppofed voice, or fight of the Saviour, as 

an evidence of their jaftification. It is highly ite. 
' ceffary, therefore, to try every member in- your 

Claffes, by dofe and fearching quedions, as to the 
reality of their converfiou to God, and to affure 
i them 
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them that no faith which is not produdive of holy | 

tempers, and an upright converfation, is the faith • 

,of the gofpel. In fuch inftances, one of the fo!- I 

lowing things muft be the caufe of apohafy ; i. 1 

TThey, profelTed to have pardon, when in fadt they 
had not : or, 2. They were not fufhciemly cau- 
tioned and inlfrudled how to hold fait the begin- 
<iing. of -their confidence : or, 3. They are unfaith- 
ful Ifewards of the Lord’s manifold gifts. 

Many of thefe perfons feem at times to be all on 
ftretch for heaven ; they attend the .means of grace 
with great diligence ; they appear, to be zealous and 
adfive ; and promife fair to be ufctul members of 
Society. But their religious warmth is qf Ifiort 
duration ; they are warped alide, loiter by the way, 
halt betweenJu^'o opinions, o.r turn back again to 
worldly j^i^iure and profit. Some pf thefe are 
conttitutionally w;arm in their paflior\s, and are ex- 
ceedingly apt to take offence;, while others are of 
fuch an eafy, pliable difpofition, that they are liable 
to be drawn afide by any dejigning or prejudiced 
profeffor. The former clafs of perfons are difpo- 
fed to rufh from one extreme to another ; they .are 
generally at firfi too fanguine in their views of 
men ; and afterwards are ready to fay with the 
Pfalmift, “ All men are liars.” As .the caufes of 
inilability are various, it wdll be ne.celfaiy for you 
to enquire, whether it refult from conditution, 
education, the love of filthy lucre, or weaknefs of 
underftanding ; for the advice, which would be 
proper iw one of' thefe cafes, would not be fo in all. 

Confider clofely, what are the mofi likely means of 
preferving fuch perfons from being tofied to and fro; 
and deal gently, yet faithfully, with them,, if hap- 
ly they may become pillars in the Lord’s houfe,^ to 
go out no more. 

You may have, occafion to remark yet farther, 
that certain perfons in your ClaiTes will be com- 
piainiog.of barrennefs of foul, of their backward- 
Qfifs to duly, or of unuappiaefs of mind, a! mod 

every 
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evtry time they meet with you. So far as it re- 
fpeOts their linceriry, you cannot but efteem.them 
for deciaring what their real Itate is ; yet without 
any breach of charity, you muft fulpedl: there is 
fome caufe for that of which they thus complain. 
For if you fee a man quite emaciated, and hear " 
him lament that he has no appetite for food, and 
that his body is full of pain, you jurtly infer that 
he is not in a good flate of health ; and you may 
as jufUy conclude, that thofe perfons who are ha- 
bitually complaining, do not poflefs the healthful 
fpirit of divine grace. It fhould, therefore, be 
your aim to land out the true caufe of this barren- 
nefs, that you may, thro’ the help of God, lead 
them to hunger and third after rigldeoufnefs, and 
daily to feed on the bread of eternal^i^ 

Perhaps in fome fcvV inftances, wher^his may 
have been produced by difcouragement, it may be 
found, upon clofe enquiry, that you yourfelveshave 
been partly the caufe. Have you repeatedly and 
faithfully pointed out to- them the danger of their 
(late, and the abfolute necellity of their having on 
the wedding garment, if they would meet the 
Bridegroom with joy ? — Do you fay, “Yes; I 
never meet them, but 1 do this ; ’’ So far you 
have done well; but if you go no farther, you will 
lofe all your labour with them. Have you alfo 
pointed them to the Lamb of God, as ready to 
take away all their fins ? Have you encouraged 
them to hope for a prefent falvation ? Have you 
travailed asinbuth for them, 'hit Chrid might 
be formed in them, the hope, of eternal glory ? 
-Perhaps they have been iike fome forlorn -drangers, 
defiitute of food, money, and friends, who had 
nearly relinquiihed all hope of relief, and were 
jud ready to lie down and die. O t.ake thefe dif- 
fident. difeonraged creatures by the hand ; plead 
with the Father of mercies for them ; and labour 
to raife in their fouls an expeclation of a fure and 
fpeedy deliverance from their prefent barrennefs 
\ and 
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and mifery. Hope is a fpring of action ; and re-' 
member, that no man can hope too much, pro- 
vided he labours to fecure that which he hopes for. 
Take away hope from the diftrefled mariner, and 
he will give up all his efforts to fave the fhip } de- 
prive the foldier of his helmet, and he will yield 
the palm of vi£lory to the enemy ; but while hope 
is cherilhed, they will rather die ftriving, than in 
a cowardly manner ceafe from their endeavours. 
In like manner, if thefe difcouraged perfons can 
be perfuaded to hope for profperity of foul, they 
will gladly and fervently pray for it, and tlve Lord 
will afluredly give them the garment of praife for 
the fpirit of heavinefs. 

You have tmdoubtedly obferved, likewife, either 
in your owr^ClafTes, or in others, imminent dan- 
ger of This may arife from giving out 

too long hymns, or finging them in a- flowy inac- 
tive manner ; from the fame perfons exercifing in 
prayer at every meeting, without a fufficient va- 
riety ; or from their praying too long at a time. 
Thefe-evils you fhould ever guard againft ; as they 
W'ould certainly be inlets to formality in your wor- 
fhip. Pundluality in beginning exa£lly at the time 
appointed, is of great importance, ii; which you 
fhould be conftant examples to your flocks. Nor 
is it a trivial evil, to keep your meetings for an 
hour and an half, or two hours together^ whether 
on the fabbath day, or on a week-day. If it be 
on the latter, thofe who are fervants ought not to 
be kept fo long from the fervice of their Mafter; 
if on the former, they ought to have time for 
reading the fcriptures and private prayer, which can- 
not be, if they be kept fo long at their Clafs. Wo- 
men who have children can ill be fpared fo long 
from them ; and if they have hulbands who are 
unfriendly to religion, their being fo long detained,, 
is the ready way to increafe the prejudice already 
imbibed j or if their partners in life be religious, 
they will certainly whh for a little of their wives.*; 

company 
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company on the Lord’s day. No Clafs (hould 
be generally kept more than an hour, or an hour 
and ten minutes at the utmolL If it be too large 
to be met in that time, it ought to be divided 
immediately, 

But nothing can poffibly prevent formality from 
creeping into your Clafles, if your members be 
not ftrongly, afFe£tionately, and conftanily urged 
to expert a prefent and a full fahation. Something 
beyond what is now poflefled Ihould be always 
held out to them, as an incentive to them to forget 
thofe things which are behind, and to reach forth 
to thofe things which are before them; which, they 
fiiould ever remember, are to be received by faith, 
I'his will preferve them from reftina in fuperficial 
attainments, or from yielding to un^pi^,fitable rea- 
fonings ; and will keep all the powers ol^^eir fouls 
on ftretch for entire holinefs, and for an abundant 
entrance into heaven. 

Another important branch of your duly I (hall 
take the liberty of urging upon you. According ta 
the Rules of the Methodift Society, you ought to 
fee every member in your Clafs once a week at lead. 
But fome of them may be kept from meeting with 
you by reafon 'of ficknefs, and others may be una- 
voidably hindered by bufinefs. In either cafe, it 
becomes your duty to look after them, and to en- 
quire into the caufe of their abfence. If prevented’ 
by afflidlion, they will want your fympathy and 
aid ; if by bufinefs, they will need your advice and 
caution j for lometimes thofe perfons who are law- 
fully hindered in the firft inftance, may be kept 
away a fecond time thro’ foolifh backwardnefs, or 
violent temptation, unlefs they be fought after in 
due leafon. If any one (hould be growing weary 
of well-doing, nothing is fo likely to prevent his to- 
lal apoftacy, as timely advice and exhortation. If a 
Leader be not faithful and diligent in this impor- 
tant point, either by himfelf or by his fubftitute, 
iwthing can excufe him from juft cenfure. If he 

cannot 
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C J I I )t diioharge this .part of his duty, either tliro’ 
b.) .\y infirmities, or temporal engagements, he 
<ti ) jIJ have forne one appointed as an alfifiaat to 
hi.n ; or he ihould refign his office, and become 
a private member of fociety. In faying this,, I 
have no fear of giving, offence to a truly pious Lead- 
er, fo circumfianced ; becaufe fuch a nian will al- 
ways prefer the profperity of Sion to his chief per- 
fonal joy : He will fee it to be a matter of fuch 

magnitude, that he will be willing to be abafed, if 
the Saviour may be exalted. 

Thofe leaders who, from a right principle, are 
exemplary in this part of tlieir duty, are fare to 
poffefs the affection of their brethren who meet 
with them, while they continue to walk uprightly; 
but wherejj^s is frequently negle6Ied, they mult 
lofe, in n^hfiderable degree, the attachment of 
’ the people. Nor will it often fiop here ; preju- 
dices will fpring up; offences will be taken ; and 
the latent principle of pride in the heart will con- 
Itnie tills omilfion into contempt bf them, efpecially 
if they be poor in the world. Many young perfons 
who promifed to be ufeful in the Church of Chrilt, 
thro’ this.fpecies of unfaithfulaefs in their Leaders, 
have fallen into one temptation after another, till 
they have completely meafured their fieps back to 
earth again, and have become more fully than ever 
ihe fervants of unrighteoufnefs. This is an awful 
c-unlideration, and Ihould roufe every Leader wdio 
has been remifs in hi-s .duty to double his diligence, 
that he may give up his account with joy. - 

The hdelity of Leaders has yet farther work to 
perform. In the prefent ftate of things, unlefs 
there be a peculiar openriefs of fpirit, and a great 
depth of piety, little mifunderftandings are very 
apt to arite among profeffors, which will require 
■your vitrilant attention, and faithful admonitions. 
In’ order to prevent thefe, as far as you can, you 
Ibould make it your invariable rule of condu(Sl:, not 
to receive a complaint from, one perfon againff 

another. 




another, which the accufer will not meet the accujsd 
with. The fame line of conduct Hiould alfo be 
prelTed on every man who meets with yon. When 
any perfon comes with a comp!ai-nt agamit another, 
he fliould be afked, “ Have you mentioned this to 
the perfon himfelf, according to the woid ot Cnrift, 
Matt, xviii. 15. &c. “ If thy brother fin againft 

thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and 
him alone?” No accufation againft any one ought 
to have the fmalleft countenance from you, until 
this be done ; and even then it may be well not to 
hear one fide alone, left your mind fhould be biafl> 
ed, and rendered incapable of forming a right 
judgment of the aft'air. If a Leader be attentive 
to every member ot his Clafs, imp^jjnal in his con- 
du6f, and‘ prudent in his procedure^^uch occa- 
fions, the defigns of fatan and his ei^mlaries will 
be happily fruftrated ; peace and harmony in the 
Society wdll be preferved ; and the word of the 
Lord will mightily prevail. 

Another thing muft be noticed, which is of im- 
portance to the well-being of every Society, viz, 
the prefervation of order and decorum in your fo- 
cial approaches to God. All mould be prefent at 
the beginning of the worfliip ; the high praifes of 
God Ihould be fung with all the cheerfulnefs which 
is confident with a proper reverence of the Diviner 
Being ; and prayer ought |o be offered up to him 
in the moft folenin manner.* During the time that 
you are fpeaking to any perfon, there ought to be 
no talking or whifpering in the meeting. It would 
be very improper to fuff'er this, unlefs any one 
fftould be taken ill, or fomething equivalent to it 
fhould occur. When the meeting is over, all fliould 

* Some very ignorant people, in repeating the Lord’s Prayer^ 
are ay>t to take undue liberties with it. Inilead of faying, Lead 
us not into temptation,” they fay, lea^e us not in temptation.’' 
And again, as tho’ the Saviour of the world had not known how 
to fill it up properly, they add after the word from, all^ and fay 
“ deliver us from ^// evil.”* This unwarrantable freedom with 
the word of God, mull not be tolerated. 



be 
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be requeued to return to their habitations, and not 
to contraa the habit of converfing, in little com- 
panics, until every ferious imprelfion be well nigh 
lo(t, as m fome inllancesi it may be feared, is the 
caie. This is more efpecially neceflary, where 
there are feveral young perfons, who may, thro’ a 
want of the experience of age, be moft liable to fuf- 
ter lols by fuch condua; But in fad, the public 
means of grace among the Methodifts are fo nu- 
merous, that it is abfolutely impofllble for our peo- 
pe to have fufficicnt leifure for family and private 
duties, unlefs they be very careful to redeem every 
moment of time. They will not by hearing the 
word preached, and meeting their Clafs <?«/y, be 
wCil acquaint^with the fcriptures; and yet without 
this, how ca^ye expe£l them to be firm and ftea- 

< } in thel^^ofeffion, or circumfpeiSl and uniform 
m their pradfice ? * 

Every Leader fhould likewlfe take care that all 
toe wno meet with him be in pofleflion of the 
vULEs OF THE SociETY, and that they confci- 
entioufly obferve them. Thefe Rules require that 
^ery one who is admitted into fellowlhip with us* 

bis defire of lalvation, ncu only by 
avoiding drunkennefs, but alfo by nat drinking 
Jpti^tuous liquorsy unlefs in cafes of extreme ne- 
ceflity. Altho’ this requifition may, at firft fight, 
have the appearance of rigid feverity, yet, upon 
mature confideration, it will be found to have the 
happiefi tendency to promote the health of the 
body, the purity of the foul, and its everlafting 

This is a point of unfpeakable importance, refpefling which 
every Leader ought frequently and clofely to examine the Mem- 
ers or his Clafs. He fliould infill, in the ftrongell terms, up- 
on the ^folute neceflity of reading in private the Holy Scrip- 
tures which are able to make them wife unto falvation. No de- 
pendance can ordinarily be place! upon the liability of a profef- 
lor, who habitually negleds this duty. His cornforts will be 
variable and flu6!uating ; his conducl will often be irregular and 
dilorderly ; and his piety will want that depth and fclidity, which,. 

in a world of temptations like ours, are ellential to its perma- 
nency? ^ 

peace 
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peace and happlnefs. Every member ought alfo 
to evidence his defire of falvation by not buying 
or felling, nor by doing any ordinary work, on 
the Lord’s-day. Fhe due obfervation of thefe 
Rules, is of great importance to the welfare of 

Society. u » r r 

There are fome other things, which tho ch tar 

lefs moment than the above, may be of conuder- 
able ufe in meeting the Claffes, and in maintain- 
ing proper difcipline in the Society. Every Leader 
(hould fee that all thofe who meet with him, re- 
new their Society-Ticket every quarter, and bring 
it with them to every meeting of the Society, 
cording to the orginal Rule and cuftom of the Me- 
thodifts. He fliould likewife inform them of th^e 
trianner in which our temporal affai^are condu 
ed, and fhould encourage them, by^;<;^ortation 
and example, to contribute regularly to the fupport 
of tiiC work, as their circumftances will admit. 

In every L eader’s Clafs-Paper, the Attendance 
of the Members ihould be properly marked ' 
A. for abfence i. e. when the Member could 

have come, but did not. 

D, for diftance when he was out on a jour- 

ney. 

E. for bulxnefs ; — when unavoidable engage- 
ments prevented him. 

S. for ficknefs when he was detained by the 
indifpofuion of himfelf, or family. 

Their ftate alfo fhould be diftimSHy marked in 

the Margin as follows: 

i. e. doubtful ; when the true ftate of the 

Member is not yet difcovered. 

a. i. e. one who is a penitent ; who is feeklng 
for falvation, but does not profefs to enjoy living 
faith in Chrift. 

0. i. e, one w'ho profefles to be in a ftate of juf- 
tification. 

b. — one who meets in band. 

1, h. — one who meets in the feleft band. 

The 
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The ftation in life of every perfon fliouM be no^ 

ticed tlius;--Sr. i. e. a fervant; m. — -marri- 

eci ; ^1. —iiiigle ; wr. — witiower : w. 

Widow. 

If the' preceding obfervations be jufi, it will 
appear to be a ' matter of very great importance to 
the iJetaodih conneaion, that caution fliould be 
tiled in putting men into this office ; and that they 
ougm to be men of deriing piety, of a good na- 

u folid judgment. It 
wi,i be utterly impofiible for them to fill their places 

properly. Without the love of God in their hearts 
as a iucred hre, inflaming them with holy zeal for 
iis g cry and the falvation of fouls ; nor can they 
be ex^rected to difeharge their duty well, any longer 
than tliey this principle in their own breads. 

that they Ihould be men capable 
of advihng their brethren properly when in difficul- 
ties, of difiingmffiing .truth from falfehnod, and 
temptation from fin; that they ought to be well ac- 
qu-ainted with the human heart, with" the devices ' 
of latan, and with the work of the Holy Spirit • 
and that they fhouid be perfons of tnjiuence, arifin? 
jrotn religion, fuch as eminently pious men are like- 
y to have in chrillian fociety, if pofiefled of a good 
mteil€<S}:ual capacity. 

It will appear likewife, that Clafs-Leaders may . 
outlive^ their ufefulnefs, as fuch, either by unfaitii- 
rulnefs to God ; by encumbering themfelves with 
too much bufinefs, fo as not to leave them time to 
leek after their people; orbythc infirmities of ape. 
In the two firff of thefe cafes, they ought, without 
lavour or affei^^ion, to-be difplaccd ; and otiiers,' 
more proper, ffiould be called to labour in the vine- 

m the laft indance, the good man 
Ihouid be alTIfied in his labour by fome more affive 
perfon ; or he (hould refign it of his own accord. 
i\o public minidrations will be fufficient to main- 
tain the life of religion in individuals, or to pre- 
ferve the purity of the body, without faithful Lea- 
ders 
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ders in the Society. “The hedge of dlfcipline can- 
' not be kept up, nor proper order be enforced, with- 
out the aid ot Leaders; but this aid cannot be expedl- 
ed from them unlefs they be men of God. If they 
be not ftri£};ly and unlverfally confcientious, they 
W ill not help their Preachers to urge the obfervance 
of our Rules. Or if their ow'n experience be fu- 
perficial, how can they be expe<Sled to fet before 
their brethren the deep things of God, or excite 
them 'to go on to perfedf holinefs ? 

But it has been alked, Are all our Leaders fuch 
as are above defcribed? Have they now fdkwjhip 
with tlie Father and the Son Jefus Chrift ? Are 
they all prdfing towards the mark of entire holi- 
nefs ? Blefled be God, many of them not only an- 
fwer this charadfer, but are happy wi^^fles that the 
blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fin, can fay 
to their brethren, “ Be ye followers of us, as we are 
of Chrift.’’ Thefe perfons, living in the fpirit of 
truth and love, ate rendered remarkably ufefui j 
th.e cautions, reproofs, and advices, which they 
give, are attended with the blefling of God ; their 
fervent requefts to the Almighty are gracioufly an- 
fweied and their holy example fpeaks aloud to every 
pcrfon committed to their cafe. Yet it may begreat- 
ly feared, that fome Leaders are fuffered to remain 
in office, in various places, w-ho have left their firft 
love, and of confequence, their firft zeal for God 
and regard ror fouls. Xhis is evidenced by finful 
tempers, foolifh defires, and worldly cares; which 
make them extremely unhappy in themfelves, and 
ufelefs in their ftation. 

This departure from- God in Clafs-Leaders, will 
prove exceedingly hurtful to their Claffies in a va- 
riety of w'ays. 

I. In meeting their brethren, it will- naturally 
lead them, when fpeaking their own experience, to 
complain ot darknefs of mind, and barrennefs of 
foul ; of trials and affli(5Hons in the world ; and of 
the hazard they are in of lofing all their little reli- 

gion. 
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f;ion. Too many will be ready to follow them in 
tliis mode of complaining, to the difcouragement 
of the few who may ftill be alive to God, and the 
difhonour of that fcrvice which' is perfect freedom. 
Nor does the evil end here ; for the deceitfulnefs 
of the heart is thus concealed, both in Leaders and 
private members; and the hindrance of their grow- 
ing in grace is falfely imputed to trials and afflic- 
tions. Hence the real hindrance remains undifco- 
vered, and unlamented ; and fo long as they conti- 
nue in this date, they cannot poffibly profper in 
their fouls. 

2. It will prevent them from being fo ftrift in 
their enquiries, fo faithful in reproving, or fo dili- 
gent in urgina thofe under their care to lay afide 
every wei^^ and the fin which doth eafily befet 
them, a^niey would be, if they themfelves were 



truly alive to God. 

3. It will almoft confiantly induce Leaders to 
heal their people flightly. For inflance; to fuch 
members as have by repeated afts of unfaithfulnefs, 
brought themfelves into a ftate of darknefs and 
condemnation ; thefe Leaders, wilhing to comfort 
them in their diflrefs, will indifcreetly apply the 
promifes of God ; and perhaps labour to find fome 
unfcriptural excufe for human frailties, fo called. 
They are in imminent danger of attempting to 
lower the ftandard of divine truth, and of daubing 
With untempered mortar, by thus endeavouring to 
provide confolation for themfelves and others in an 
unfcriptural way. And altho’, in fuch a cafe, we 
wifh to allow their intention to be good, yet they 
maniftft a great want of fpiritual underftanding in 
the thines of God. 

4. I here is yet another evil with which this .de- 
parture trom God, in Leaders, is pregnant. They 
will be far lefs watchful againft the admiffion of im- 
proper members into their ClafTes, or the co.ntinu- 
ance of others who are known to walk diforderly. 
Hence, if they have any increafe in number, thofe 

who 
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■who are added will be fuch as have little knowledge 
of theinfelves, or concern about the ftate of their 
minds j or if they be truly awakened thro’ the 
Word and Spirit of God, they will be in confide- 
rable danger of falling afleep again, under the in- 
fluence of fuch Leaders. Thus tares fpring up 
with the wheat, by which the fpread of eenuine 
religion is greatly hindered. 

It is true that Leaders, and others, who are in 
this ftate, may meet their Clafles with tolerable 
regularity, and in their moral condu£I be refpe<5l- 
I ^ able ; yet they meet and part without receiving, or 
, even expecting, any great good to their fouls. They 

meet complaining j and they part defponding. A 
round of duties is thus performed wii^relu£lance, 
and a form of godlinefs is kept upj by which means 
^ » confcience remains in tolerable quiet. Here we may 
fee one caufe of doubt, fear, and dread, in pro- 
feftbrs ot religion on a death-bed ; their lamps are 
not well trimmed, their loins are not girded, nor 
' - •■e^dy to go forth and meet the Bridegroom. 

Wherever, therefore, fuch Leaders as have for- 
ftken the Lord in heart are found in office, they 
- Ihould be faithfully admoniftied by their Brethren, 
or by the Preachers who labour among them ; and 
if they do not repent and do their firft works, they 
ffic/uld be removed, and others put in their room. 
No perfonal refpeft ought to outweigh with us the 
interefts of the Redeemer’s kingdom; nor fhould 
our attachment to men ever make us unfaithful to 
God. The more this fubjea is candidly and fcrip- 
turally confidered, the more will its importance ap- 
pear to fuch as are zealous for the honour of their 

Lord. Next in point of importance to faithful la 

- are lively, aaive, judidoul 

Clals-Leaders, for ufefulnefs in the Methodift Con- 
nection. 

^ And now, dear friends, fuffer the word of ex- 
hortation. You have an honourable office: a con- 
fiderable fphere of aCtion j and if you live in the 
fpirit 



fplrlt of trucvdevotlon, you may be extenfively ufe- 
ful. The fiuit of your labour will not be confin- 
ed to thofe who meet with you. They will carry 
the light, which they receive from you, to their fa- 
milies, their neighbours, and their chriftian friends. 
Thefe again will extend the rays of knowledge and 
holinefs to the circle of their acquaintance, and 
thus you may be ufeful to thoufands of fouls in the 
prefent age; and generations yet to come may blefs 
God to all eternity, for w may be conveyed to 
them thro’ your inftrumentality. Know tlye dignity 
of your calling, the great importance of filling 
your place well, the ftridt account you muft cer- 
tainly give at .the day of judgment ; and be found 
mucii in pr^f to God for divine aid.- Conflantly 
a£t in dependance on him, in whom is everlaftirig 
ftrength. Diflruft youtfelves, your knowledge, 
your flrcngth, your all; and humbly afk in confi- 
dence, that the divine prefence may go with you. 
If you have rhi£, you will never have- a barren 
meeting; but be like trees planted by the rivers of 
water, bringing forth fruit in feafon. "Vou will ex- 
perience a blefTcd union of fpirit with*your people, 
ah union which fhall be as lading as your exigence, 
and firmer than the pillars of the earth. Go on, 
rny dear fric-nds, to fpread fcriptural hclinefs to the 
utmoft of your power ; and in due time you fliall 
reap, if ye faint not, and fliall know, that your la- 
bour is not in vain in the Lord. 
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